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Scanning for the Web

l Input types
l Small file size for fast download
l Resolution and size
l Compression

l Best format for graphic type
l How to output
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Input Types

l Photos, halftones, slides, 
negatives

l Line art
– logos, stencils, patterns

l Objects
– craft items, tea bags

l Digital camera images
l Text
l Copyright images
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Small Files for Fast Downloads

Media File Size  Internet  
w/ 28.8 modem 

.JPG, 16 million 
colors 

19 KB 8.78 sec 

.GIF, 256 colors  43 KB 21.34 sec  

.BMP, 16 million 
colors 

297 KB 1 min 10 sec  
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Resolution & Image Size

l Consider output when:
– Deciding resolution for scan
– When saving image for web

Scanner Monitor
(14 inch)

Design for
view space

Flatbed 300 -
600 dpi
Slide
1200 dpi

72 or 75 dpi 640 x 480
pixels
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Compression

l Decreases file size
l Indicated by 3 (PC) or 4 (MAC)

letter extension
– GIF
– JPG/JPEG

l Lossless/lossy
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Photos

l Scan high resolution, 
save as JPG/JPEG

l RGB
Millions of colors

l Amount of degradation 
during Save

l Progressive
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Halftones

l Copyright issues
l Photos from

– Newspaper
– Books

l Scan high resolution, Median, save as GIF
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Color Line Art

l Scan medium 
resolution, save as GIF

l File size increased 
by vertical lines/colors

l 256 indexed color 
produces banding
– banding
– dither
– web safe palette

l Transparent
l Interlaced
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Line Art

l Place transparency (overhead slide) on flatbed, scan 
as line art, convert to 1 bit GIF

l Scan as grayscale, 
set threshold, save as 1 bit GIF

l Alias vs. anti-alias


